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the obligation of the young towards the old* The
disposal of the corpse, the mourning and the periodical
offering of sacrifices are a prolongation of filial obliga-
tions. Since the privileged party cannot exert direct
control over these obligations, religious belief and
public opinion enter more strongly into the sanctions.
A person approaching death will be attended by the
members of the Chia. All the juniors will kneel
beside him with the son in the closest position*
Daughters are not necessarily among the group but
will come promptly after their parent's death. A
package of clothes will be burnt with a paper chair
before the front door. Neighbours will then gather
to assist the funeral business because the members of
the Chia are under heavy mourning and not able to
manage the business. The son, the daughter-in-law
and the daughter will put on coarse hempen cloth and
their heads will be tied with a long white belt down to
the ground. Shorter belts and white clothes are worn
by grandchildren.
On the second or third day, the corpse will be put
into the coffin. The eldest son will hold the head of
the deceased and the younger* son the feet. On the
next day, the coffin is closed and moved to the grave-
yard. According to the practice of the village, which
is different from the town, the coffin is not buried
underground, but above the ground among the mul-
berry trees and covered with a shelter built in bricks
and tiles. If the family cannot afford a brick-and-tile
shelter, a simple straw one will do. In this way, no
land is made waste for the burial,1
1 The average percentage for grave land in the farm is 2*6 in Eastern
Central China (Buck, Chinese Farm Economy, p. 33). Hie absence of special
grave land, except the tombs for the rich in the town who bury their dead
in the village, indicates the particularly high population pressure on land*

